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Newsletter 20 2017 

Dear Parents 

 

As the term draws to a close, so does my career in Education.  I am feeling quite emotional about both 

and wondering what my identity in 2018 will be?  Despite the road being bumpy at times and at other 

times nigh invisible, I do not for one instant regret becoming a teacher.  I have had incredible 

opportunities, met life changing people and worked in a wide range of schools.  I have seen children 

from the poorest of homes exceed society’s expectations of them because a teacher cared. At the end 

of the day, I hope that I have made a difference to at least one child’s life. 

 

My sincere thanks go to students, staff and community of Moorine Rock for your efforts, 

understanding, friendship and enthusiasm over the last four years.  Despite predictions, our numbers 

continue to grow and Moorine Rock Primary School students continue to thrive. 

 

I look forward to seeing you on Saturday night. I wish everyone the very best for Christmas and the 

New Year.  Please travel safely.   

 

Regards 

 

Lyndy 

 

Carols by Candlelight 

 

Thank you to those parents that replied to my email.  Unfortunately, not enough children are available 

to sing at this event.  Maybe, next year!  However, it would be lovely to see some of our families at this 

town event.

 

Kindy Days 2018 

 

In 2018 Kindy days will be Monday and Wednesday for the first semester and Monday, Wednesday and 

Friday for the second semester. 

 

Playgroup Days 2018 

 

Playgroup will be on the Thursday of even weeks in 2018 beginning Thursday, 08.02.2018.   

 

Thank you to Lisa Jackson for taking on responsibility for Playgroup in 2017.  Bec Maddock  and Leah 

Lawrence will share this role in 2018. 

 

Reports 

 

On Saturday night, you will receive a hard copy of your child’s report.  On Monday 11.12.17, an 

electronic copy will be emailed to you.  By 2019, you will only receive an electronic report.  Just think 

of the trees that will be saved!  Please let us know if there any problems when you receive your 

electronic report. 

 

Bus Timetables and Term Planner 

The bus timetables for 2018 and the Term Planner will be sent home on Monday. 
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Upcoming Events 

 

Date Day Event 

8.12.2017 Friday Busy Bee at tennis club. 

9.12.2017 Saturday Christmas Concert and Awards Night commencing at 6 p.m. 

13.12.2017 Wednesday Cleaning Day and School Christmas party 

13.12.2017 Wednesday Playgroup Commencing 9am 

14.12.2017 Thursday Last day of school for students 

15.12.2017 Friday Last day of 2017 for Staff 

29.01.2018 Monday School Development Day – Staff start work 

30.01.2018 Tuesday School Development Day 

31.01.2018 Wednesday Students start 2018 

05.02.2018 Monday P & C Meeting at the Hotel commencing at 6.30 p.m. 

08.02.2018 Thursday Playgroup 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Awards – Term 4  Week 9 

 

Clair Harvey Year 5 Consistently demonstrating a positive attitude towards concert practice. 

Jye Jackson Year K Learning his numbers to 20.  Well done, Jye!   

 

 

Birthday Wishes 

Jaden Eiffler                       8th December     11 years 

Mikayla Auld                      27th December    12 years 

Reece Jackson                     13th January         7 years 

Damon Thomas                    31st January        10 years     
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Library Books 

 

A HUGE thank you to all parents that have purchased books from Bookclub.  This year we have 

received $667.00 worth of books from rewards and another $200.00 from Bookfair.  $867.00 worth 

of books to our library for all our students to enjoy!! Thank you once again.   

 

Josie Kent  

Library Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

P & C News – From Lisa Della Bosca 

 

Busy Bee 

Just a reminder that the busy bee will be held this Friday 8th December at the Moorine Rock Tennis 

Club so we can get everything organised for our Christmas Concert.  We will be starting at 1pm so that 

we’ll be finished in time to pick up our kids from school afterwards. Any helpers that can spare the 

time to come would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Gifts 

All gifts from “Santa” need to be at the Moorine Rock Store by Friday so that they can be picked up 

and stored at the school.  Don’t forget to have your gifts clearly labelled with your child’s name on 

them.  

 

Christmas Raffle 

Can we please have all Christmas Hamper tickets and money back by Friday, so that the tickets can be 

folded and prepared at the busy Bee.  They can either be brought to the busy bee if you can make it, 

otherwise they can be sent into school for us to pick up from Josie.   

 

Esky of Ice 

Can all families please bring in an esky of ice on the night of the concert to help keep the drinks cold. 

Bushfire Patrol 

 

You may remember that earlier this year, many of the children took part in pre and post interviews 

with Dr Briony Towers who is a  Research Fellow in Child Centred Disaster Risk Reduction  from the 

Climate Change and Resilience Research Program based at Centre for Urban Research, RMIT 

University, Melbourne.  After the initial interviews, the children then participated in the program 

“Bushfire Patrol”. 

 

Briony has forwarded her results which may be of interest to parents. 

 

ADRESSSING CHILDREN’S KEY MISCONCEPTIONS 

 

Fire danger ratings (Grade 3/4 and 5/6 students only) 
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Some children thought the fire danger rating will warn them that a fire has started and is coming 

towards them. For example “Low moderate means there’s no fire. Catastrophic means the fire is nearly 

at your house!”  

 

Some children thought the fire danger rating will tell them the likelihood that the fire will start. For 

example “Catastrophic means there is a 100% chance of a fire” 

 

BUT the fire danger rating tells us how bad a fire will be IF a fire starts. Here is a great video that 

was actually made by Grade 5 students in Strathewen in Victoria It explains fire danger ratings it 

really well. It's the best explanation I’ve seen.   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Uh2tPJpUG0 

 

*In Victoria, they call Catastrophic ‘Code Red’, but it means the same thing.  

 

When the Fire Danger Rating is on low-moderate, it’s cold and things are damp.  If a fire started it 

will be easy for the fire brigade to put out because the ground and the trees are damp and the 

temperature is low.  

 

BUT on catastrophic, IF a fire started it would be really difficult for the fire brigade to put it out 

because the ground and trees are very dry and they will burn very easily.  AND there will be strong 

wind to push the fire along quickly so it will be very hard to put out.   

 

Bushfire alerts (Grade 3/4 and Grade 5/6 students only) 

 

At post-test, the students were generally aware of ‘bushfire alerts’. But as we have discussed 

previously, the extent to which these children’s are relying on the official alerts is probably quite 

limited. The children interviewed tended to talk about their own warning systems that they had set up 

– such as the two-way radios and phone trees amongst neighbours in the area.   

 

So these children’s lack of knowledge of Bushfire Alerts, cannot be considered a misconception as such 

because they have their own systems that they were able to describe really clearly – e.g. two-way 

radios and phone trees amongst neighbours. 

  

Where is the safest place to go if there is a bushfire 

 

Most of the participants in the Grade3/4 and Grade 5/6 cohort stated that the safest thing to do in a 

bushfire is “Go to another town far away from the bushfire”. One participant said that the safest 

place would be ‘Inside the house’ but they also explained that their household plan was to stay and 

defend so this is appropriate for them.  

 

However, all four participants in the Prep to Grade 2 cohort, suggested that the safest thing to in a 

bushfire is ‘Hide behind a brick wall’. This no doubt comes from the “Three Little Firefighters” story 

about the numbats.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Uh2tPJpUG0


 

Moorine Rock Primary School               Newsletter Term 4  Week 9  2017                Page 5 

It’s really important to that these children know that hiding behind a brick wall is not their safest 

place to go. However, as we have discussed, many of these children’s families plan to stay and defend 

so we cannot be prescriptive about telling children that they should go to another town. However, it 

would be worth advising these children that hiding  behind a brick a wall is not the first choice and 

they should maybe ask mum and dad what their family will do to be safe if there is a bushfire in their 

area.   

 

Safe clothing 

 

Some children thought that leather would be safest material to wear in a bushfire. Leather boots are 

the safest shoes. But the safest material for your shirt and pants is cotton. Maybe just revisit this 

with the kids and suggest that they put together with cotton pants, long sleeve shirt and a hat.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE STAFF AND STUDENTS OF MOORINE ROCK 

PRIMARY SCHOOL WISH EVERYONE A SAFE AND 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND MAY THE NEW YEAR BRING 

YOU ALL GOOD HEALTH AND HAPPINESS

 



 

Moorine Rock Primary School               Newsletter Term 4  Week 9  2017                Page 6 
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End of Year Concert and Christmas Tree  

 

An invitation is extended to 

parents and community members 

to attend our annual Christmas 

Concert and end of school year 

celebrations. 

It will be held at the School in the 

undercover area on Saturday, 9th 

December at 6p.m.  Please join us for a night of fun and 

entertainment; the students have been very busy practising and 

learning songs for this event.  Students need to be at school by 

5.30 p.m. sharp as we need to get them dressed and ready for 

the Concert. 

When the concert concludes, Santa will visit the children at 

school.  After Santa has left all Parents and Community 

Members are welcome to attend the festivities held by the 

Moorine Rock P & C at the Tennis Club. 

 

A meal of hamburgers and/or sausages and a shared supper will 

be available for a small fee. 

Junior Tennis Coaching in Southern Cross 

Southern Cross Tennis Club will be conducting a Junior Tennis program in February/March 2018 for 5 

weeks.  

Dates are Saturday 10 February 2018 commencing 9.00am for registration, subsequent dates are 17, 

24 Feb and 10, 17 March commencing at 9.30 am.    

Please wear a hat and bring your own water bottle. 

Fees  

$20 per Child 

$50 for 3 Children 

                        $60 for 4 plus Children 

 For more information contact: 

Pauline Eiffler-President  0419 963 418 
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Building resilience  

Resilience is the ability to cope with difficult situations and ‘bounce back’ when things go wrong.  Young 

people need to develop resilience in order to navigate life’s ups and down.  As a parent, you can help 

your child to become resilient by giving him or her opportunities to learn and practice new skills, for 

example:  

 Allow your child to solve some of their own problems. Learning to deal with issues builds skill 

and confidence. Don’t jump in to fix things, unless the situation has got out of hand. 

 Arrange a fun, child-friendly activity each week like a trip to the park, play date with a friend 

or watching a favourite movie. Regular ‘ups’ provide a bank of positive emotions to buffer 

against life’s ‘downs’ that may involve disappointment or conflict.  

 Help your kids to think positively. If your child is frustrated by a difficult maths problem, say, 

"I know that question was hard today, but yesterday I saw you solve a hard problem. You kept 

trying until you worked it out.”  

 If you have a disagreement with your child, the most important thing to do is to reconnect and 

repair the relationship. Let your child cool down then offer a hug or words of support. This has 

benefits for your child’s mental health as well as their ability to deal with relationship 

problems throughout their life. 

For more information about raising a resilient child, go to www.kidsmatter.edu.au or 

http://raisingchildren.net.au or contact your local Community Health Nurse, (insert name here), on 

(insert number here).  

Quick Tip 

If you or your family are struggling to get the recommended serves of some food groups, breakfasts 

are a great and easy way to get some of those extra serves in:  

 Try adding fruit and yoghurt to porridge or muesli. 

 Throw some vegies into your omelet, or have some beans on top of toast.  

Recipe Link 

Fluffy Spinach and Mushroom Omelette: https://livelighter.com.au/Recipe/99/fluffy-spinach-and-

mushroom-omelette 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/
http://raisingchildren.net.au/
https://livelighter.com.au/Recipe/99/fluffy-spinach-and-mushroom-omelette
https://livelighter.com.au/Recipe/99/fluffy-spinach-and-mushroom-omelette


 

Moorine Rock Primary School               Newsletter Term 4  Week 9  2017                Page 9 

 

 



 

Moorine Rock Primary School               Newsletter Term 4  Week 9  2017                Page 10 

 
 

 



 

Moorine Rock Primary School               Newsletter Term 4  Week 9  2017                Page 11 

 


